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Circular economy keeps the added 
value in products for as long as 
possible and eliminate waste

It keep resources within the 
economy when a product has 
reached the end of its life, so that 
they can be productively used 
again and again and hence create 
further value.

What is Circular Economy?



Our vision



Why do we need Circular Economy?

• Environment: inefficient use of resources has 
negative environmental impacts (greenhouse 
gas and other emissions, depletion of 
resources, impacts on landscape, water 
pollution, etc.)

• Access to raw materials: scarcity or 
depletion of resources + future trends

• Societal pressures: global middle class to 
double to nearly 5 billion by 2030, which will 
cause rise in consumption and increase 
pressure on resources

Estimated world population and projections



Transition 
towards a 
Circular 

Economy

Maintaining the value of products, 
materials and resources in the  

economy for as long as possible

Minimising waste generation

Boosting our competitiveness with 
new business opportunities and 
innovative products and services

Bringing economic, social and 
environmental gains



Circular Economy and Green Growth

� Costs: net savings of €600 billion, or 8% of annual turnover
while reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 2-4%

� Jobs: Increasing resource productivity by 30% could create
2 million more jobs by 2030

� CO2 emissions - could drop as much as 48% by 2030 and
83% by 2050 compared with 2012 levels







4 Key areas of action 5 Priority sectors

Construction 
& Demolition 
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Circular Economy Action Plan

Actions delivered

Work started

> 85%

54 actions covering the 
whole cycle

Upcoming: Circular Economy 
Implementation Report



Production and Products

• Embed circularity in the design of new products 
and the materials they are made of 

• Deal with current and future materials which are 
not circular

Ecodesign Working Plan 2016-2019

BREFs - industrial sectors
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Consumption

• Helping consumers and public authorities choose 
sustainable products and services 

• Providing reliable, standardised and comparable 
information to enable optimisation of policy and 
investment decisions

• http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/facts-and-figures.html

EMAS – EU Ecolabel Refit
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Waste Management

• Guided by SDG 12, stipulating that by 2020 we 
should : 

• achieve the environmentally sound management of 
chemicals and all wastes throughout their life cycle

• significantly reduce their release to air, water and soil in 
order to minimize their adverse impacts on human 
health and the environment

Legislative proposals on waste
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The new rules will make the EU a global leader in 
recycling:

• By 2035, all EU countries should recycle at least 65 
% and landfill less than 10 % of municipal waste

• By 2030, at least 70 % of all packaging waste in 
each EU country should be recycled

There are also recycling targets for specific packaging 
materials:
• Paper and cardboard: 85 %
• Ferrous metals: 80 %
• Aluminium: 60 %
• Glass: 75 %
• Plastic: 55 %
• Wood: 30 %



Secondary Raw Materials

• Better understanding of the uses of recycled materials 

• Clearer definition of the requirements they have to 
meet in order to be reprocessed into secondary raw 
materials that are 

• of comparable quality to virgin materials and 

• can replace them at a reasonable cost and with the lowest 
possible use of resources (energy, water, etc.).

Revised fertilisers regulation

Guidance for water planning
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EUROSTAT website



Link to website: http://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/

• Advancing the circular economy concept on the ground

• Strengthening cooperation among stakeholders' networks 

representatives of networks of businesses, civil society and 

local, regional and national public authorities



A long term commitment

� Circular Economy 2.0



Learn more about the circular 
economy

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-

economy/index_en.htm 


